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INTRODUCTION 

Pulled over in a traffic stop and beaten by the side of the road. 
Placed in a banned choke hold by aN

ew
 Y

ork C
ity police officer. 

V
iolently taken into police custody, never to com

e out alive. 
Shot first, questions asked later. 

The stories and im
ages that im

m
ediately leap to m

ind in connection 
w

ith these scenes are those of Black m
en-R

odney K
ing, Eric G

arner, 
Freddie G

ray, Philando Castile. 
B

ut these are also the stories of Black w
om

en.* 
W

om
en like Sandra A

ntor, pulled over and brutalized on Interstate 
95 in 1996 by a South C

arolina State Trooper in an incident captured 
on video five years after im

ages of R
odney K

ing's beating sparked ana-
tional uprising. 

W
om

en like R
osann M

iller, placed in a choke hold in 2014 by a 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity police officer w

hen she w
as seven m

onths pregnant, just 
w

eeks after police choked Eric G
arner to death on cam

era using one. 
W

om
en like A

lesia Thom
as, repeatedly kicked and beaten by a Los 

A
ngeles police officer in 2012 w

hile handcuffed in the back of a police 
cruiser. Like Freddie G

ray's, the injuries she sustained in police custody 
proved fatal. 

W
om

en like M
ya H

all, a Black trans w
om

an shot dead by police 
after m

aking a w
rong turn onto N

ational Security A
gency property out-

side of B
altim

ore, just w
eeks before Freddie G

ray's case rocked the city 
and the nation.

1 

*A
s used throughout this book, the term

s "w
om

an" and "w
om

en" are em
phatically 

inclusive of transgender w
om

en. 
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Y
et Black w

om
en's experiences of profiling and often deadly force 

rem
ain largely invisible in ongoing conversations about the epidem

ic 
of racial profiling, police violence, and m

ass incarceration in the 
U

nited States. 
Since the Ferguson U

prising of 2014, the Black Lives M
atter m

ove-
m

ent and the call to lift up Black w
om

en's stories of police violence un-
der the rubric of Say H

er N
am

e have forced increased attention to these 
experiences. In the w

ords of Black Lives M
atter cofounder A

licia G
arza, 

"Black Lives M
atter affirm

s the lives of Black queer and trans folks, dis-
abled folks, B

lack-undocum
ented folks, folks w

ith records, w
om

en and 
all Black lives along the gender spectrum

. It centers those that have been 
m

arginalized w
ithin Black liberation m

ovem
ents. "

2 

In this context, Black w
om

en, long the backbone of efforts to resist 
state violence, are insisting that w

e w
ill no longer only play the role of ag-

grieved m
other, girlfriend, partner, sister, daughter, or invisible organizer, 

and dem
anding recognition that w

e, too, are targets of police violence. 
N

evertheless, Black w
om

en's experiences of racial profiling, the use 
of deadly and excessive force, sexual violence at the hands of police, and 
m

ass incarceration rem
ain largely uncharted territory. In som

e w
ays, 

the experiences of Indigenous, Latinx, * A
sian, A

rab, M
iddle Eastern, 

M
uslim

, and South A
sian (A

M
EM

SA
) w

om
en are even further off the 

m
ap. Invisible N

o M
ore brings them

 all to the center, placing individual 
w

om
en's stories into broader contexts, and identifying com

m
onalities 

and distinctions betw
een experiences of Black w

om
en and other w

om
en 

of color, and w
ith those of Black m

en and m
en of color. It also explores 

the w
ays in w

hich w
om

en's experiences of policing take form
s short of 

fatal force, and how
 they are uniquely inform

ed by race, nation, gender, 
gender identity and expression,,. sexual orientation, poverty, disability, 

*T
he term

 "Latinx" (pronounced La-teen-ex) is a gender-neutral alternative to 
"Latino/ a" that m

oves beyond gender binaries to m
ake room

 for the infinite possibili-
ties of gender in a gendered language. 

t The term
 "gender identity" is used to refer to a person's understanding of that person's 

ow
n gender. The term

 "gender expression" is used to refer to the w
ays in w

hich people 
represent or present gender identity to others, through clothing, hairstyles, or other 
characteristics. 

INVISIBLE ND MDRE 

and m
ental health. 3 D

raw
ing on individual stories and existing research, 

Invisible N
o M

ore identifies broader patterns and paradigm
s of policing 

that drive police violence against Black w
om

en and w
om

en of color , 
unm

asks the continuing operation of controlling narratives of Black 
w

om
en and w

om
en of color rooted in colonialism

 and slavery in police 
interactions, 4 and asks w

hat these experiences teach us about m
anifesta-

tions of structural racism
. Finally, it pushes us to consider w

hat it w
ould 

m
ean for w

om
en to no longer be invisible in the discourses of racial 

profiling, police brutality, m
ass incarceration, violence, and safety. 

Invisible N
o M

ore is also the story of the evolution of m
y ow

n under-
standing of policing and crim

inalization of Black w
om

en, Indigenous 
w

om
en, and w

om
en of color over the past tw

enty years, as w
ell as the 

evolution of a m
ovem

ent. 

Scene I. I am
 fourteen or fifteen,. w

alking dow
n a deserted street of a 

strange city alone, w
hen a group of young m

en start catcalling. "H
ey 

baby hey baby hey baby," they yell out, increasingly insistent, describ-
ing w

hat they w
ould like to do w

ith, and to, m
e as I speed up w

ithout 
responding. I breathe a sigh of relief w

hen a pair of police officers com
e 

into view
 ahead at the corner. I hurry in their direction, as the young 

m
en's com

m
entary becom

es m
ore graphic and m

ore angry, as it so of-
ten does if your initial response is not to their liking. Som

ew
hat out of 

breath, I tell the officers, "I need help-those guys are harassing m
e." 

The officers laugh, leer, and start their ow
n stream

 of ribald com
m

en-
tary as they slow

ly surround m
e. Panicking, I slip out from

 betw
een 

them
 and w

alk aw
ay briskly, frantic now

 that it is clear that those w
ho 

are supposed to protect m
e are in on the gam

e ... 
Scene II. I am

 fifteen or sixteen, w
andering the streets of another 

strange city late at night. I have just escaped the clutches of a young m
an 

w
ho thought that the dinner he bought m

e entitled him
 to m

ore than 
I w

as prepared to give that night. I discover that the train station I had 
planned to sleep in is closed. I w

alk to another station and see lights on 
in a sm

all office-the railw
ay police station. I w

alk in, tell the officers I 
am

 on the first train out in the m
orning, and ask if I can sit in the office 
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until then. They pause, then slow
ly point m

e to a room
, cautioning that 

I cannot sleep there. I gratefully agree, enter the room
, close the door, 

pull out a book and begin reading, prepared to w
hile the night aw

ay in 
a novel, as I often did at that tim

e of m
y life. W

ithin an hour, one of the 
officers opens the door, closes it behind him

, strikes up a casual conver-
sation, w

orks his w
ay closer to m

e, and, eventually, sexually assaults m
e. 

I got the m
essage. The police are not here to protect m

e. They are 
just as likely as anyone else to com

m
it violence against m

e. 
I am

 a light -skinned Black w
om

an, w
ith curly hair and green eyes, 

and features m
ore rem

iniscent of m
y Scottish ancestors than m

y A
fri-

can jam
aican ones, m

aking it possible for m
e to pass as w

hite. I am
 of-

ten recognizable to m
em

bers of m
y com

m
unity as Black, and it is clear 

to m
ost that I am

 at least an indeterm
inate w

om
an of color. For police 

officers, that w
as apparently enough to also read m

e as "sexually avail-
able" and "unw

orthy of protection." This reality is exponentially starker 
for m

y darker-skinned sisters. 
There w

ere other m
om

ents, even w
hen I w

as older and m
ore privi-

leged. As an undergraduate at a protest encam
pm

ent calling for divest-
m

ent of university holdings from
 apartheid South A

frica, w
e heard that 

cam
pus police had pictures of w

om
en protesters on their lockers w

ho 
w

ere regularly the subject of sexual com
m

entary. A
fter law

 school, I 
w

as assigned to a ride-along w
ith a police officer in Los A

ngeles during 
research for a hum

an rights report on police m
isconduct. H

e drove m
e 

to a deserted spot in G
riffith Park-w

here he brings his girlfriend, he 
said-and his questions began to take a distinctly personal turn as he 
m

oved closer. H
ere w

e go again, I thought, feeling pow
erless to stop 

w
hat I felt increasingly certain w

as about to happen, panic rising as I 
saw

 no escape or rescue in sight. just as he put his hands on m
e, he got a 

call for a robbery in progress, and w
e careened through the streets of LA 

to respond, his adrenaline pum
ping, m

y relief palpable. 
These are stories I have never told, even as I spent the past tw

o de-
cades researching, docum

enting, agitating, advocating, litigating, and 
organizing around police violence against Black w

om
en, w

om
en of color, 

and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer people of color. 

INVISIBlE NO MORE 

I recognize that I have been able to do this w
ork from

 a place of priv-
ilege-of skin color/passing privilege, cisgender privilege, educational 
privilege, G

lobal N
orth privilege, and fluctuating econom

ic privilege.' 
Sim

ultaneously, I have been called to this w
ork as a Black w

om
an, a 

survivor of police and interpersonal violence, a lesbian, an im
m

igrant 
(albeit from

 C
anada), and a w

om
an living w

ith invisible disabilities. M
y 

intention in w
riting this book is to am

plify the experiences, voices, w
ork, 

and perspectives of Indigenous w
om

en, Black w
om

en, and w
om

en of 
color, not to take the place of or to supplant the voices of m

y darker-
skinned sisters, m

y trans and gender-nonconform
ing siblings, the In-

digenous peoples w
hose land I am

 com
plicit in settling, or im

m
igrants 

w
ho have been subject to m

uch harsher enforcem
ent of the nation's 

borders. I w
rite as an act of love, of m

ourning, of honoring, of com
-

m
em

oration, of liberation, as a contribution to our shared struggles, 
w

restling w
ith the m

eanings of Blackness, privilege, solidarity, and co-
struggling; of"survivor" and "ally." 

Ironically, it w
as not m

y personal experiences that sparked m
y pas-

sion to shine light on w
om

en's experiences of policing. Like m
any Black 

w
om

en and w
om

en of color, I had been engaged in struggles against 
racial profiling and police brutality for years, yet I had never seen m

y 
ow

n experiences, or experiences of sexual violence by police, for that 
m

atter, as part of the conversation. 
M

y initial aw
areness of police violence against w

om
en of color 

cam
e w

hen I w
as tw

enty-one, in the sum
m

er of 1990 during the O
ka 

Crisis, a siege laid by the C
anadian arm

y just outside M
ontreal against 

the K
anien'keha:ka (referred to by settlers as "M

ohaw
k") com

m
unity 

of K
anehsata:ke, w

ho w
ere fighting to protect their ancestral lands and 

burial grounds from
 developm

ent into a golf course. As events un-
folded, I learned w

ith horror about verbal, psychological, physical, and 
sexual abuse by police and arm

y officers against w
om

en leading block-
ades and fighting for their land throughout the siege. I later learned, 
from

 A
ndrea Sm

ith's C
onquest: Sexual Violence and Am

erican Indian 
G

enocide, that w
om

en of C
hicago's W

om
en of A

ll Red N
ations w

ere 
arrested as they attem

pted to videotape the crisis, held for eleven hours 
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in a location covered w
ith pornography, and denied access to the bath-

room
 unless m

ale officers could w
atch thern. 6 M

y im
m

ediate response 
at the tim

e w
as to join efforts to get food and supplies behind arm

y lines 
to the com

m
unity, and to join the cam

p acting as a hum
an shield out-

side the perim
eter and bearing w

itness to those trapped inside by tanks, 
soldiers arm

ed to the teeth, and choppers flying incessandy overhead. 
These events ram

m
ed horne for m

e, a setder w
ho grew

 up just across the 
river from

 K
anehsata:ke, on w

hat is clearly also K
anien'keha:ka land, 

the continuing violence of colonialism
-and the central role of police 

and m
ilitary violence against N

 alive w
om

en and their com
m

unities in 
m

aintenance of the settler state. 
This reality w

as again laid bare as I w
as com

pleting this book, as po-
lice repeatedly attacked N

ative w
om

en on the front lines of the struggle 
to stop the construction of the D

akota A
ccess Pipeline on unceded land 

of the Standing R
ock Lakota, a pipeline that w

ould destroy ancestral 
burial grounds and potentially contam

inate the w
ater supply of the 

Standing R
ock Sioux N

ation and m
illions beyond. N

ative w
om

en w
a-

ter protectors-including a seventeen-year-old pregnant w
om

an and 
a seventy-eight-year-old elder-w

ere repeatedly subjected to pepper 
spray, batons, w

ater cannons, concussion grenades, Long Range A
cous-

tic D
evices (LRA

D
s), dogs, fists, and Tasers by police, private security 

personnel, and the N
ational G

uard w
ith tanks and riot gear. They w

ere 
singled out for arrest on the front lines, and subjected to hum

iliating 
strip searches during w

hich they w
ere forced to bend over and expose 

them
selves, cough, and jum

p up and dow
n, held in dog kennels, and 

denied w
ater, food, and m

edication w
hile in police custody.' O

n N
o-

vem
ber 20, 2016, a M

orton C
ounty sheriffs officer intentionally shot 

V
anessa D

undon, a D
ine w

arrior w
om

an, in the eye w
ith a tear-gas can-

ister, causing her to suffer a num
ber of injuries, including a detached 

retina (see photo insert). V
anessa, also know

n as Sioux Z, is unlikely to 
regain full sight in that eye.* She later said of the incident, "They knew

. 

*T
hroughout the book I use w

om
en's first nam

es in order to restore som
e of the hu-

m
anity stolen from

 them
 in accounts of violence perpetrated against them

, intending 
the utm

ost care and respect. 

INVISIBLE NO MORE 

They knew
 they w

ere directing that tow
ards m

y head. There w
ere seven 

other w
om

en [including a thirteen-year-old girl] that got shots to the 
head that night. They w

ere just picking on the w
om

en." Later that night, 
authorities turned w

ater hoses on others in the area, as tem
peratures 

hovered in the m
id tw

enties. 8 The w
ater protectors at Standing R

ock are 
not alone-state violence against Indigenous land defenders is an every-
day occurrence across the U

nited States. 
O

ne year after the O
ka Crisis of 1990, I w

atched in horror as the 
video of Los A

ngeles police departm
ent officers beating R

odney K
ing 

filled m
y television screen, and the follow

ing year w
hen the officers re-

sponsible w
ere acquitted, I took to the streets w

ith the thousands w
hose 

outrage I shared. B
ut it w

as not until1993, w
hen I first learned of the 

late-night street-corner strip search of a Jam
aican w

om
an nam

ed A
u-

drey Sm
ith, that I em

barked on a m
ission to docum

ent w
om

en's ex-
periences of policing and bring them

 to the center of m
ovem

ents for 
police accountability. I read, horrified, about how

 tw
o Toronto Police 

Service officers approached A
udrey, w

ho w
as visiting relatives in To-

ronto-w
here I w

as living at the tim
e-as she stood on a busy corner 

late one night. They dem
anded to know

 her nam
e and w

here she w
as 

hiding the drugs. Shocked, she told them
 she had no drugs and asked 

w
hy they thought she did. They told her she "looked like a drug dealer" 

and proceeded to strip-search her right there on the street, in full view
 

of protesting passersby. The officers found no drugs. The Special Inves-
tigations U

nit found no w
rongdoing. 

Later, I learned the nam
e of Sophia C

ook, a tw
enty-three-year-

old Black Jam
aican single m

other w
ho one day in O

ctober of 1989 had 
caught a ride after m

issing her bus in a car that w
as subsequendy alleged 

to be stolen. A
 Toronto police officer shot her in the back w

hile she w
as 

sitting, seat belt on, unarm
ed, in the passenger seat. She w

as paralyzed 
by her injury. The officer responsible w

as charged w
ith careless use of a 

firearm
 but w

as acquitted. 
B

oth of these w
om

en, Jam
aican like m

y m
other, could have been 

m
y sister, aunt, or cousin. 

Y
et, w

hile m
any of the Black w

om
en and w

om
en of color I knew

 
recognized all of these incidents as police violence, the rest of the w

orld 
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spoke only of R
odney K

ing. Police and m
ilitary violence against Indig-

enous w
om

en and Black w
om

en, as w
ell as sexual violence by pohce, 

rem
ained invisible. 
In 1997 , I w

as serving on the board of directors of N
ellie's, a shelter 

for hom
eless w

om
en and survivors of violence in Toronto, w

hen I w
as 

asked to join an advisory board of antiviolence advocates w
ho w

ould 
guide the C

ity of Toronto's auditor in a review
 of the police depart-

m
ent's responses to sexual assault. The audit had been ordered as part 

of the settlem
ent of a suit brought by a w

om
an know

n as Jane D
oe, w

ho 
essentially had been used as bait by police to catch a serial rapist.' As w

e 
reached out to sexual assault survivors to better understand their expe-
riences of police responses to sexual assault, another story began to sur-
face: one of police as perpetrators of sexual assault-w

hether through 
strip searches, such as the one A

udrey Sm
ith w

as subjected to; extortion 
of sexual services from

 w
om

en engaged in the sex trades; or rape or 
sexual assault using the pow

er of the badge. 
In the end, it w

as stories of the w
om

en w
ho cam

e forw
ard-and the 

reality that very few
 people w

ere paying attention to them
, m

uch less 
expanding their analysis of policing issues to m

ake room
 for their reali-

ties-that drove w
hat has becom

e a lifelong journey. Since then I have 
been m

oved to search out and unearth the largely invisible experiences 
of profiling, police brutality, and crim

inalization of Black w
om

en and 
w

om
en of color and, later, LG

BTQ
 people of color, and to insert them

 
into debates about racial profiling, police brutality, crim

inalization, and 
m

ass incarceration, as w
ell as discussions about violence against w

om
en 

and LG
BTQ

 people. 
The journey to this m

om
ent and to this book has been a long one, 

collectively and personally. O
ver the past tw

o decades, I have done this 
w

ork in m
any capacities, prinlarily as a researcher, w

riter, litigator, and 
policy advocate, supporting organizing efforts behind the scenes w

ith 
factsheets, legal inform

ation, legislative analysis, legal observation at 
protests, crim

inal defense for protesters, and continuing support for 
com

m
unity C

op W
atch team

s. U
ntil2009, the vast m

ajority of m
y w

ork 
on policing of w

om
en of color w

as unpaid, a labor oflove and struggle. 
For m

uch of that tim
e, IN

CITE! both housed and deeply inform
ed m

y 

INVISIBLE ND MORE 
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evolving analysis. M
y tenure on IN

C
ITE!'s national collective culm

i-
nated in the release of the IN

CITE! Law
 Enforcem

ent Violence Against 
W

om
en of Color and Transgender People of Color: O

rganizer's Resource 
and Tool K

it at the C
ritical R

esistance Tenth A
nniversary C

onference 
in 2008. In the years follow

ing 9/11, w
hen dom

estic discourse on polic-
ing w

as deeply suppressed, I engaged in international advocacy before 
the U

nited N
ations, coauthoring In the Shadow

s of the W
ar on Terror: 

Persistent Police Brutality and Abuse in the U
nited States, a report en-

dorsed by m
ore than one hundred national, state, and grassroots orga-

nizations w
orking tow

ard police accountability, for racial justice, and 
against gender-based violence. M

y research and w
riting has also focused 

on the experiences of queer and trans people of color, both as an expert 
consultant and coauthor of A

m
nesty International's 2005 report Stone-

w
alled: Police Abuse and M

isconduct Against LG
B

T People in the U
nited 

States, and as coauthor of Q
ueer (In)]ustice: The C

rim
inalization of 

LG
B

T People in the U
nited States. In 2015, I coauthored, w

ith K
im

berle 
C

renshaw
, the A

frican A
m

erican Policy Forum
 report Say H

er N
am

e: 
Resisting Police Brutality Against Black W

om
en. U

ltim
ately, Invisible N

o 
M

ore is the culm
ination of this life's w

ork, draw
ing deeply on the w

ork 
of m

any Black w
om

en, Indigenous w
om

en, and w
om

en of color w
ho 

cam
e before m

e, and of the survivors, organizers, and visionaries I have 
had the privilege oflearning from

 and struggling alongside. 

In July 2015, the dash-cam
 video of the stop and verbal and physical 

abuse of Sandra B
land, coupled w

ith lingering questions about her 
death in police custody, catapulted one Black w

om
an's experience of 

profiling and police brutality into national headlines and public con-
sciousness, at the height of a sum

m
er of protest against police violence 

across the country. D
oubtless there are m

any reasons Sandra's story 
gained national traction w

hen so m
any other w

om
en's had not. Prior 

to her death, she recorded a series ofFacebook videos, "Sandy Speaks," 
in w

hich she talked about w
hite privilege, racial profiling, police bru-

tality-in particular the killing ofW
alter S

cott-and our responsibility 
to resist. Sandra w

as a m
em

ber of a Black sorority, leading her story to 
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be lifted up by a pow
erful netw

ork of organizations that have histori-
cally played a pivotal role in civil right struggles. In m

any w
ays, San-

dra B
land cam

e to stand for every B
lack w

om
an w

ho has ever changed 
lanes w

ithout using a turn signal, expressed frustration at getting a 
traffic ticket, or experienced depression-so m

uch so that the hashtag 
#!fldieinpolicecustody, under w

hich Black w
om

en of all backgrounds 
expressed their fears of, and resistance to, sharing B

land's fate, trended 
on social m

edia. For all these reasons and m
ore, Sandra B

land's nam
e 

and story becam
e an integral part of the broader m

ovem
ent challeng-

ing racial profiling and police violence sparked by the A
ugust 2

0
1

4
 kill-

ing of M
ichael B

row
n by Ferguson police officer D

arren W
ilson. B

ut 
she is not alone. 

Sandra's traffic stop w
as not an isolated incident, an unusual case 

of driving w
hile Black that happened to snag a Black w

om
an instead of 

the usual, m
ale target. Racial profiling studies analyzing the experiences 

of w
om

en of color separately from
 those of m

en of color conclude that 
there is an identical pattern of racial disparities in police stops for both m

en 
and w

om
enw

 In N
ew

 Y
ork City, one of the jurisdictions w

ith the m
ost 

extensive data collection, racial disparities in stops and arrests am
ong 

w
om

en are the sam
e as they are am

ong m
en.

11 The year before B
row

n 
w

as killed, Black w
om

en in Ferguson w
ere subjected to traffic stops 

m
ore frequently than any other category of m

otorist." They also re-
ported sim

ilar experiences of arrest and police violence as Black m
en. 13 

B
lack w

om
en are not im

m
une to the perceptions of Black people 

that drive these policing practices. In June 2015, just a m
onth before 

Sandra B
land w

as stopped in Plainview
, Texas, elem

entary school-
teacher B

reaion K
ing w

as pulled over four hundred m
iles south in A

us-
tin. D

ash-cam
 video show

s officers repeatedly throw
ing B

reaion to the 
ground and then onto the hood of their patrol car (see photo insert). A

l-
though she w

as stopped for speeding, the officers justified their behav-
ior by saying they believed she m

ight have a w
eapon (she w

as unarm
ed) 

and claim
ing that she had an "uncooperative attitude." Illustrating w

hat 
really drove the abuse, one of the officers later told B

reaion as she sat in 
the back of the police car on the w

ay to the precinct that people are afraid 
of B

lack people because of their "violent tendencies." As evidenced by 
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B
reaion's experience, such perceptions drive officers' interactions w

ith 
Black w

om
en as m

uch as they do those w
ith Black m

en. 14 Indeed, Black 
w

om
en, and their responses to w

hite m
ale authority, have been policed 

in brutal and deadly w
ays ever since the form

ation of slave patrols in the 
m

id-eighteenth century, w
hich w

ere am
ong the first police departm

ents 
in the U

nited States. 
The w

ar on drugs is the context in w
hich Black w

om
en's experiences 

of policing have been m
ost w

idely discussed: for instance, racial profil-
ing and unlaw

ful strip and cavity searches of Black w
om

en at airports 
w

ere the subject of a w
ell-know

n zooo study by the G
eneral A

ccount-
ing O

ffice. 15 Y
et this w

as just the tip of the iceberg-pervasive profiling 
of w

om
en of color as drug users, couriers, and purveyors persists and 

extends into highw
ays, streets, and com

m
unities across the country.

16 

It's also w
ell know

n that enforcem
ent of drug law

s has driven an Sao 
percent increase in the population of predom

inantly Black, Indigenous, 
and Latinx w

om
en in U

S prisons since the 198os. 17 Y
et existing research, 

discourse, and debate about w
om

en's experiences of the crim
inal legal 

system
 have prim

arily focused on the im
pacts of m

andatory m
inim

um
 

sentences im
posed in the w

ar on drugs, the crim
inalization of drug use 

am
ong pregnant w

om
en, and w

om
en's gendered experiences of prison, 

from
 sexual assault to shackled childbirth. Strikingly, the police interac-

tions that kick off the chain reactions that land w
om

en in court to face 
a stiff drug sentence, or in prison to be raped, or to give birth in chains 
have garnered very little attention, erased w

ithin broader discourses 
surrounding the drug w

ar, racial profiling, police violence, and m
ass 

incarceration. 
Invisible No M

ore seeks to undo this erasure; to deepen, broaden, and 
provide context to the discussion of Black w

om
en's experiences of polic-

ing and crim
inalization; to expand the fram

e to bring the experiences of 
Indigenous, Latinx, A

sian, and A
M

EM
SA

 w
om

en into view
; and to illu-

m
inate the historic and present-day role of policing of gender and sexu-

ality in the crim
inalization of com

m
unities of color. It begins w

ith and 
centers the experiences of Black w

om
en, because that is the com

m
unity 

I am
 a part of, and to contribute to the current conversation and m

ove-
m

ents challenging anti-Black racism
, state violence, and Black liberation. 
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It also highlights the experiences of m
y Indigenous sisters and Tw

o Spirit 
siblings as an act of solidarity and accountability for m

y com
plicity in 

the continuing colonization of this land. 18 A
lthough this book touches 

on experiences of non-B
lack and non-Indigenous w

om
en of color, it 

offers a lim
ited exam

ination of the unique historical and present-day 
contexts inform

ing the experiences of distinct groups of w
om

en of color. 
W

hile em
phatically inclusive of transgender w

om
en in the discussion 

of w
om

en's experiences of policing, it does not fully address the experi-
ences of transgender m

en and gender-nonconform
ing people of color, 

m
any of w

hom
 are read as fem

inine by law
 enforcem

ent officers. Trans 
m

en's experiences of policing are largely absent from
 both m

ainstream
 

discourses of police violence focused on m
en, and from

 efforts to lift up 
the experiences of w

om
en-trans and non-trans-in broader debates 

around policing. This book attem
pts to strike a balance betw

een address-
ing these realities and respecting the gender self-determ

ination of trans 
m

en by not attem
pting to shoehorn their experiences into a discussion 

explicitly focused on w
om

en, taking full responsibility for the resultant 
contribution to the invisibility of trans m

en's experiences of policing and 
reification of the gender binary. These and other areas require m

ore at-
tention, research, and organizing. This is by no m

eans intended to be a 
definitive, exhaustive, or com

prehensive treatm
ent of the issue of police 

violence against w
om

en and gender nonconform
ing people, but sim

ply 
one of m

any to be w
ritten. 

The term
 "w

om
an of color" is inclusive of B

lack w
om

en and Indig-
enous w

om
en, yet I also speak of Black w

om
en, Indigenous w

om
en, 

and other racialized w
om

en separately in an effort to avoid erasing or 
sublim

ating anti-B
lack racism

, the unique relationship of Indigenous 
w

om
en and Tw

o Spirit people to this land and its colonizing forces, or 
the unique historical relations of each group of im

m
igrants to the U

S 
nation-state.

19 W
hen using ''w

om
en of color," I do so in the hopes of 

gesturing tow
ard com

m
on ground and sites of shared struggle, w

hile 
sim

ultaneously honoring difference. 
For instance, the sam

e m
onth Sandra B

land died in police custody, 
Sandra Lee C

ircle Bear, a tw
enty-four-year-old Indigenous m

other of 
tw

o, also died in police custody hundreds of m
iles north of Plainview

, 
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Texas, in South D
akota. A

lthough the trajectories that brought the tw
o 

w
om

en into contact w
ith police w

ere strikingly different, as w
ere the 

stated reasons for their deaths, both w
om

en w
ere casualties of a crim

i-
nal legal system

 that responds to m
inor traffic infractions by locking 

people behind bars, and then exhibits, at best, callous indifference to 
their w

ell-being. In the end, both deaths w
ere the product of com

ing 
into contact w

ith police in the first place, and of the subsequent denial 
of the w

om
en's hum

anity and m
edical needs w

hile in police custody. 
In Sandra B

land's case, officials denied her m
edication and lied about 

perform
ing required regular w

elfare checks at fifteen-m
inute intervals. 

In Sandra Lee C
ircle B

ear's case, her com
plaints of excruciating pain 

w
ere m

et w
ith dem

ands that she "quit com
plaining." In both cases, the 

w
om

en w
ere dehum

anized by their jailers, their pain ignored, their lives 
treated as if they w

ere of no value. 
For B

land and C
ircle Bear, death cam

e inside a cell. H
ow

ever, Invis-
ible N

o M
ore focuses prim

arily on the police encounters that brought 
them

 and other w
om

en to those cells, stopping short for the m
ost part 

of tackling the violence visited on Black and Indigenous w
om

en and 
w

om
en of color in jails, courts, and prisons, as w

ell as w
hen they are on 

probation and parole, w
hich has been the subject of greater inquiry and 

discussion. C
onstraints of tim

e and space also preclude an in-depth ex-
am

ination of other form
s of state violence, including econom

ic, repro-
ductive, and environm

ental violence, although, w
here possible, their 

intersections w
ith police violence are explored. N

evertheless, Invisible 
N

o M
ore takes a broad approach to policing, exploring the w

idespread, 
system

ic, and structural nature of police violence against Black w
om

en, 
Indigenous w

om
en, and w

om
en of color by local, state, and federal law

 
enforcem

ent agents, including im
m

igration enforcem
ent and C

ustom
s 

and B
order Patrol, school resource officers, and private security officers 

nationw
ide, throughout the country's history. 

In chapter 1, w
e begin at the beginning-w

ith the notion that physi-
cal, sexual, cultural, and spiritual violence against Indigenous w

om
en and 

gender-nonconform
ing people at the hands of m

ilitary authorities and 
law

 enforcem
ent agents, and the control of their m

ovem
ents on and off 

reservations, is a central m
echanism

 of the continuing colonization of this 
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land. The slave trade, "plantation justice," and the evolution of slave pa-
trols produced brutal violence against w

om
en of A

frican descent, as w
ell 

as continuing police violence and violation of Black w
om

en through the 
R

econstruction, jim
 C

row
, and civil rights eras to the present. Through 

successive w
aves of m

igration, the borders of the settler state have been 
enforced on the bodies of A

sian, Latinx, A
M

EM
SA

, and A
frican im

m
i-

grant w
om

en through exclusion and physical and sexual violence. Law
s 

and policing practices evolved to explicitly police the lines of gender and 
gender identity and to control w

om
en's behavior, sexuality, and agency; 

such practices include the enforcem
ent of sum

ptuary law
s, designed to 

control gender expression, and "com
m

on nightw
alker" law

s, used to 
control w

om
en's m

ovem
ents and sexual transactions. Sim

ultaneously, 
deeply entrenched "controlling narratives" -archetypal stories shaping 
how

 the actions and existence oflndigenous w
om

en, Black w
om

en, and 
w

om
en of color are perceived-evolved in service to colonization, slav-

ery, and the establishm
ent and enforcem

ent of the nation's borders, and 
continue to operate in everyday police interactions. 

Shifting to the present, chapter 2 exam
ines current policing para-

digm
s such as the w

ar on drugs, broken w
indow

s policing-the aggres-
sive enforcem

ent oflow
-level offenses-im

m
igration enforcem

ent, and 
the "w

ar on terror" through the lens of w
om

en's experiences, both bol-
stering and expanding the case against them

. C
hapter 3 uncovers the 

role of police in driving the pushout of young Black w
om

en, Indigenous 
w

om
en, and w

om
en of color from

 public schools and public spaces, 
deepening our understanding of the school-to-prison pipeline and the 
surveillance, abuse, and crim

inalization of young people. C
hapter 4 fo-

cuses on police interactions w
ith people w

ith m
ental and physical dis-

abilities, w
hich frequently prove deadly, and explores the w

ays in w
hich, 

as theorized by law
 professor C

am
ille N

elson, disability is racialized and 
race is disableized in these encounters. 

Expanding our analysis of policing along the axes of gender and 
sexuality brings into view

 gender-specific form
s of police abuse such as 

sexual harassm
ent, assault, and rape by law

 enforcem
ent agents, w

hich 
are explored in chapter s. It also elucidates the continuing role police 
play in enforcing the gender binary in day-to-day police interactions 
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taking place w
ithin the broader context of policing race and poverty, 

as discussed in chapter 6. A
dditionally, it illum

inates gender-specific 
contexts of policing, such as policing of prostitution, covered in chap-
te'r 7· In this context, im

ages of the m
onstrous and licentious "Jezebel," 

the drunk and prom
iscuous N

ative w
om

an, the "hot-blooded" Latinx, 
and the highly sexualized and degraded A

sian w
om

an-elaborated in 
service of the establishm

ent and m
aintenance of the settler state, chattel 

slavery, and national borders-continue to produce surveillance and 
punishm

ent by police as enforcers of w
hite suprem

acy disguised as m
o-

rality. O
ften invisible form

s of police violence against, and crim
inal-

ization of, pregnant and parenting w
om

en are described in chapter 8, 
highlighting a central contradiction-police officers com

m
it violence 

against m
others of color w

ith im
punity, w

hile sim
ultaneously crim

inal-
izing them

 for the slightest actual or perceived harm
 to their fetus or 

child. 20 The harm
ful consequences for w

om
en of color of reliance on 

police to respond to dom
estic violence and sexual assault are discussed 

in chapter 9· These gender-specific form
s and sites of police violence are 

neither anom
alies nor aberrations; they are central w

eapons in the arse-
nal of police brutality, integral to system

s of policing and instrum
ental 

to establishing and m
aintaining structures of pow

er along axes of race, 
gender, sexuality, class, and nation. 

Expanding our understanding of the form
s and contexts of police 

violence experienced by w
om

en and gender-nonconform
ing people of 

color enables us to better understand the full shape and reach of state vi-
olence in w

ays essential to countering it. A
dditionally, confronting sys-

tem
ic violence against w

om
en of color at the hands of a system

 that so 
frequently justifies its existence by taking on the m

antle of "protecting" 
w

om
en also brings racial profiling and police violence against w

om
en 

of color squarely and directly w
ithin the fram

e of m
ovem

ents against 
gender-and sexuality-based violence. In so doing, it calls into question 
our approaches to violence and safety, and dem

ands that w
e radically 

reim
agine them

. 
There is a great deal of violence of all kinds described in the pages 

that follow
. I have struggled, both in w

riting this book and w
henever 

I speak about these issues, w
ith striking a balance betw

een countering 
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the invisibility of police interactions w
ith w

om
en of color and the vio-

lence they reflect, but not reproducing it. I attem
pt to include enough 

inform
ation to incontrovertibly undo the elision of these experiences, 

em
phatically assert their system

ic nature, illustrate the m
any form

s they 
take, and push through erasure and silencing to affirm

atively insert 
w

om
en's stories into a conversation they keep sliding out of because 

its narrative paths have been so w
ell w

orn around them
. In a tradi-

tion of radical honesty, I seek to honor our truths by show
ing the full 

range, breadth, and depth of our experiences, w
ithout euphem

izing or 
sugarcoating them

. A
t the sam

e tim
e, I strive to avoid reproducing and 

norm
alizing violations through w

hat essentially am
ounts to a parade of 

Black, Indigenous, and "othered" death and a pornography of abuse. I 
have not alw

ays gotten it right, and I continue to grapple w
ith how

 to 
speak these truths in the least harm

ful and m
ost generative and hon-

oring w
ays. W

here possible, given how
 little inform

ation is available 
about these cases and the w

om
en at their center, I have m

ade every 
effort to breathe life into w

om
en's stories beyond the m

om
ent of their 

violation, using their ow
n w

ords or those of their loved ones. 
Each chapter, and the book itself, concludes by exploring w

hat's 
next, beyond sim

ply including the nam
es and stories of w

om
en in the 

roll call of victim
s of police violence. Invisible N

o M
ore not only gath-

ers w
hat w

e know
 about police violence against w

om
en of color; it also 

tells the story of a m
ovem

ent that has been building for decades, largely 
in the shadow

s of m
ainstream

 m
ovem

ents for racial justice and police 
accountability, and only recently gaining visibility. This evolution is 
chronicled in the conclusion. A

ngela Y. D
avis, w

hose visionary theoriz-
ing and praxis drive and inform

 so m
uch of this w

ork, squarely places 
these m

ovem
ents in their historical context in her forew

ord. M
ariam

e 
K

aba, director of Project N
ia and a longstanding and visionary activist 

against state violence against w
om

en of color, and C
harlene C

arruthers, 
the national director of Black Y

outh Project 1
0

0
, an organization that 

has played a leadership role in grassroots organizing around Black 
w

om
en's experiences of policing, shine a light on the w

ay forw
ard in 

their forew
ord and afterw

ord, respectively. 
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It is not only the experiences of w
om

en of color w
ith racial pro-

filing and police violence that m
ust be invisible no m

ore but also our 
long-standing resistance. This book is ultim

ately a celebration of the 
roles that Indigenous w

om
en, Black w

om
en, and w

om
en of color 

have played in m
ovem

ents to resist racial profiling and police violence 
against com

m
unities of color, and in challenging antiviolence m

ove-
m

ents' investm
ent in crinlinal legal system

s to dem
and safety on our 

term
s. A

t the sam
e tim

e, Invisible N
o M

ore interrogates dynam
ics that 

have contributed to the erasure of our experiences of police violence in 
spite of our leadership in both m

ovem
ents. It confronts the reality that 

existing resistance and accountability m
easures are not designed to de-

tect or address gender-specific form
s of law

 enforcem
ent violence, and 

explores how
 placing Black w

om
en and w

om
en of color at the center of 

the conversation shifts dem
ands, analysis, and approaches. 

Thanks in large part to the invisible labor, radical im
aginations, and 

creative doggedness of Black w
om

en, Indigenous w
om

en, and w
om

en-
of-color-led m

ovem
ents, as w

e approached the end of 2016 w
e found 

ourselves at a crossroads in our nation's approach to policing, safety, 
and the crim

inal legal system
. In 2017, the terrain shifted dram

atically. 
N

evertheless, as w
e continue to challenge and resist police violence 

and m
ass incarceration under an explicitly m

ore violent regim
e, and 

to grapple w
ith visions of safety in the context of this latest iteration 

of the long history of w
hite suprem

acy in the U
nited States, the sto-

ries of Black w
om

en, Indigenous w
om

en, and w
om

en of color deserve 
to be at the center of the conversation. As w

e contem
plate the future, 

there are a num
ber of questions w

e m
ust ask ourselves, particularly as 

w
e enter a period of heightened policing, inlm

igration enforcem
ent, 

surveillance and m
ilitarization, in w

hich m
anifestations of anti-B

lack 
racism

, the targeting and exclusion of M
uslim

 and Latinx im
m

igrants, 
and violations of the sovereignty and spirituality of Indigenous peoples 
are dram

atically increasing. H
ow

 does centering w
om

en's experiences 
of racial profiling and police violence shape, shift, and expand our un-
derstanding of the operation of w

hite suprem
acy? H

ow
 does it inform

 
our understanding of gender-based violence and its relationship to 
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state violence? H
ow

 does it fuel our struggles for reproductive justice? 
W

hat does it m
ean for the organizing strategies w

e em
ploy and the sys-

tem
ic changes w

e pursue? W
hat are the m

eanings of and requirem
ents 

for "sanctuary" and safety for B
lack w

om
en, Indigenous w

om
en, and 

w
om

en of color? Perhaps the greatest challenge of all lies in asking how
 

our reliance on police, prosecution, and prison to prevent and respond 
to violence has contributed to the experiences of police violence de-
scribed in these pages, and w

hat it w
ould m

ean to build structures and 
strategies beyond police that w

ill produce genuine safety for w
om

en of 
color, especially in hostile terrain. 

The road ahead is uncertain. B
ut this book represents m

y com
m

it-
m

ent to m
y sisters and gender-nonconform

ing siblings that our lives, 
our violations at the hands of police, and our experiences of punish-
m

ent rather than protection w
ill be invisible no m

ore. 

C
H

A
PT

E
R

 I 

ENDURING LEGACIES* 

The history I learned in school rarely m
entioned Indigenous w

om
en's 

experiences of colonial violence, Black w
om

en's encounters w
ith slave 

patrols and Jim
 C

row
 policing, or im

m
igrant w

om
en's experiences w

ith 
policing at and beyond the border. These stories m

ust be searched out 
betw

een the lines of a historical record in w
hich m

en are the m
ain pro-

tagonists on all sides of the equation. Indigenous and Black fem
inist his-

torians have m
ade significant inroads in underm

ining this fram
ew

ork, 
highlighting the instrum

ental role of state-sponsored violence, par-
ticularly sexual violence, against w

om
en and gender-nonconform

ing 
people through colonial genocide, chattel slavery, and the continuing 
enforcem

ent of racially draw
n boundaries of gender, sexuality, m

oth-
erhood, and nation. I am

 not a historian, and w
hat follow

s is by no 
m

eans an exhaustive exam
ination of this literature. R

ather, it represents 
an initial effort to understand how

 policing has m
anifested w

ith respect 
to w

om
en of color throughout U

S history, and how
 persistent historical 

patterns and perceptions perm
eate present -day police interactions w

ith 
Indigenous w

om
en, Black w

om
en, and w

om
en of color. 

COLONIAL VIOLENCE 
The earliest m

anifestations of policing in the U
nited States took the 

form
 of m

ilitary violence, as European colonizers seized and stole land 

*T
his chapter is based in part on m

y 2
0

0
2

 unpublished law
 review

 article, "Invisible 
C

rim
es, Inadequate R

em
edies"; chapter 1, "Setting the H

istorical Stage: C
olonial Lega-

cies," in Joey L. M
ogul, Andrea J. R

itchie, and K
ay W

hitlock, eds., Q
ueer (In)]ustice: The 

Crim
inalization ofLG

B
T People in the U

nited States (B
oston: B

eacon Press, 2011); and a 
forthcom

ing essay, "C
rim

inalization and Legalization," coauthored w
ith K

ay W
hitlock, 

in The Routledge H
istory of Q

ueer Am
erica. 19 
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itchie, Say H
er Nam

e: Resisting Police Brutality Against Black W
om

en (N
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ork: 
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erican Policy Forum
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ith the sex assigned at birth. "C
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to describe people w

hose gender identity is consistent w
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ated w
ith the sex they w

ere identified w
ith at birth. "G

ender nonconform
ing" is 
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brella term
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ho m
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or w
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gender-nonconform
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